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PRESS RELEASE 
  

Hamburg and Québec intensify Research Cooperation 
ZAL Center for Applied Aeronautical Research (Hamburg), CRIAQ (Québec) 
and CARIC (Canada) sign cooperation agreement at Farnborough International 
Airshow 
 
Farnborough, 17 July 2018 — the major aerospace research hubs of Hamburg and 
Montreal are expanding their collaboration. In the presence of leading representatives 
of the two regions, including the Deputy Premier of Québec, Dominique Anglade, a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed at the Farnborough 
International Airshow. This makes it possible to expand the existing research 
cooperation between the ZAL Center for Applied Aeronautical Research and its 
Canadian partners, CRIAQ and CARIC, in fields that include aircraft cabin acoustics 
and composite fiber materials.  
 
The (MoU) commits to work on joint and complementary technological areas of focus, along 
with the intention to establish one joint research project per year and to bring the respective 
research communities closer together at events like the annual ZAL Innovation Days and the 
biennial International Aerospace Week in Montréal. The MoU was signed by Denis Faubert 
(President & CEO of CRIAQ and CARIC), Alain Aubertin (Vice President of CRIAQ and 
CARIC), Roland Gerhards (Managing Director of ZAL) and Joachim Edel (Manager of 
Innovation at ZAL), in the presence of Québec’s Deputy Premier, Dominique Anglade, and 
Hamburg Aviation’s Managing Director, Dr Franz Josef Kirschfink. The agreement between 
CRIAQ, CARIC and ZAL is built on a Memorandum of Intent signed at Farnborough  in 2016 
by Hamburg Aviation and Aéro Montreal representing the clusters. 
 
High-resolution photos of the signing of the MoU are available here: 
https://seafile.hamburg-tourism.de/d/ba6805c5447d466d9c17/ 
 
“CRIAQ and CARIC are particularly pleased with this agreement, which reinforces the 
existing relationship between our organizations, whose mission is to increase the 
competitiveness of the aerospace industry and to improve the collective knowledge base, 
and our german partner ZAL” says CRIAQ and CARIC President & CEO Denis 
Faubert.“This cooperation, already tangible by two ongoing projects and several in 
development, is the result of an intensive work of connecting partners and aligning financing 
mechanisms. In this regard, I thank the Ministère de l’Économie, de la Science et de 
l’innovation of Quebec for the  PSR-SIIRI Aero Program to fund projects.” 
 
“Hamburg and Québec are two of the global aviation industry’s most important metropolitan 
regions, and their competency areas are complementary. Our facilitator for research and 
innovation within the Hamburg Aviation network, ZAL, has been delivering outstanding 
service in applied aeronautical research ever since it was opened, and the productive 
collaboration with Canadian partners demonstrates once again the effectiveness of the ZAL 
concept of an open and cooperative innovation culture. Aeronautical research is teamwork. 
We can only achieve our goals if we work together,” said Hamburg’s Minister of Economic 
Affairs, Senator Frank Horch, commenting on the signing in Farnborough. 
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“I am proud of the concept behind the ZAL TechCenter, putting the idea of ‘Open Innovation’ 
in the foreground regardless of the research field. Without this, many projects would not even 
be possible. Our high-tech infrastructures mean that we are ideally positioned to work on 
relevant topics. The expansion of our transatlantic cooperation, as firmed up in today’s MoU, 
provides us with priceless knowledge and expertise that we can extend together with our 
Canadian partners. This enables us to achieve lasting improvements in aviation,” says ZAL 
Managing Director and CEO Roland Gerhards of the research cooperation with Canada. 
 
Transatlantic research started in 2017  
 
The regions of Hamburg and Québec, two of the world’s biggest aviation sites, have been 

cooperating on research and development since the end of 2017. In one research project, 

led by ZAL, partners on both sides of the Atlantic are developing concepts for new insulation 

materials to make air travel quieter for passengers over the long-term. In another project, led 

by the German company Comprisetec, the networks are researching fireproof composite 

fiber components together. The aim is to make composites used in aircraft safer, 

environmentally friendlier and above all lighter. A third cooperative research project is 

currently being planned. The program, part of the high-tech strategy of the Federal Ministry 

of Education and Research, is receiving government and commercial funding from both 

Germany and Canada. 

 

ZAL together with Hamburg Aviation in Farnborough 

The agreement between the research partners on both sides of the Atlantic was signed at 

the world’s largest aviation trade fair in 2018, the Farnborough International Airshow (16 - 22 

July in Farnborough, near London). For the second time, the ZAL Center for Applied 

Aeronautical Research is exhibiting here together with the Hamburg Aviation cluster. They 

are represented at the Hanse Pavilion (Hall 4/41445) together with companies from the 

metropolitan region, Synergeticon, jetlite and APC (Aircraft Performance Company). The 

Hamburg Stand is also the point of contact for the European Aerospace Cluster Partnership 

(EACP), which is coordinated from Hamburg, and the Crystal Cabin Award. 

 

Visit ZAL and Hamburg Aviation at the Farnborough International Airshow 2018: Hall 4, 

41445. 
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About ZAL: 
ZAL — Hamburg’s Center for Applied Aeronautical Research — is the technological research and 
development network of the civilian aviation industry in the Hamburg Metropolitan Region. It functions 
as an interface between academic & research institutions, the aviation sector, and the City of 
Hamburg, aimed at securing and continually expanding the world’s third largest civil aviation location 
in Hamburg. Working together closely with the aviation cluster, Hamburg Aviation, ZAL bundles the 
technological competence of the city in a single facility thereby creating synergy. ZAL’s focus is on the 
integration and industrialisation of aviation technologies. To achieve this, ZAL networks industry and 
science, establishing an application-oriented innovation culture, and making the very latest research 
and development infrastructure available to its partners. 
 
Guided by the principle of research and development “under one roof”, ZAL has been at home in its 
very own TechCenter since 2016. With a working area of almost 26,000 square meters, the ZAL 
TechCenter provides space for around 600 workplaces in offices, laboratories, and hangars. Equipped 
with a high quality research and test infrastructure for selected aeronautical fields, the facility will drive 
the industrialization of new technologies. 
 
About CRIAQ: 
The Consortium for Research and Innovation in Aerospace in Québec (CRIAQ) is a non-profit 
organization established in 2002 with the financial support of the Québec government. Its mission is to 
increase the competitiveness of the aerospace industry,and enhance the collective knowledge base in 
aerospace through improved education and training of students. 
 
About CARIC: 
The Consortium for Aerospace Research and Innovation in Canada (CARIC) is a non-profit 
organization that was created in 2014 with the federal government’s financial support. 
CARIC’s mission is as follows: 

- Generate and foster dialogue and collaboration between players in the aerospace industry. 

- Provide financial support to launch R&D projects in partnership with these players. 

 
Press contact: 
ZAL Center for Applied Aeronautical Research :       
Julia Grosser 
Public  Relations 
julia.grosser@hamburg-aviation.com 
+49 (0) 152 22 78 11 08   
www.zal.aero  
 
CRIAQ and CARIC: 
Julien Caudroit 
Director, communications CRIAQ and CARIC 
Julien.caudroit@criaq.aero 
+1(514)313-7561 #2405 
www.criaq.aero 
caric.aero 
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