
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

CELEBRITY TONI GARRN JOINS AVIATION STARTUP 
 
International model and actress from Hamburg becomes co-founder of jetlite, a 
company working to reducing jetlag from long-haul flights 
 
Hamburg, 24 April, 2018 – Top model and actress Toni Garrn is investing in new 
business ideas from her hometown: the Hamburg-born star has become a co-
founder of aviation startup jetlite. The company, based at the ZAL Center of Ap-
plied Aeronautical Research, was the international pioneer for chronobiological 
lighting scenarios to reduce jetlag on long-haul flights, and is currently working 
on new products, targeting passengers directly. The professional frequent flyer 
Garrn is no stranger to the subject, and she will be able to contribute to the ad-
vancement of this work with her experience.  A lighting algorithm developed by 
jetlite is already in use on board Lufthansa Airbus A350 aircraft. Before moving to 
ZAL, the Hamburg startup was part of the Airbus BizLab accelerator programme. 
jetlite is also an active member of the Hamburg Aviation network. 
 
Notice for media: At ILA Berlin (25. – 29. April, ExpoCenter Berlin-Schönefeld), jetlite 
will host a short conference on Thursday 26. April from 1100 – 1200 with the founders 
and Toni Garrn, discussing „Jetlag – A Common problem and how to mitigate it“. There 
will be additional photo opportunities afterwards. 
 
Prior registration is strictly required to attend, and you must present a valid confirmation 
e-mail upon entry. Full agenda and registration here:   
https://www.ila-berlin.de/en/conference/1556  
 
“We are totally thrilled to welcome a famous additional member to our team. Her com-
mitment underlines the fact that reducing jetlag has come a long way from being a 
niche issue for the aviation industry. It is our declared aim to improve long-haul flying for 
all passengers, and we are convinced that with Toni Garrn as ambassador we can effec-
tively put the case for this issue with the aviation industry and the general public,” says 
Dr Achim Leder, CEO of jetlite GmbH. 
 
“Long-haul flights and the jetlag that comes with them have been part of my everyday 
life for many years. At jetlite, I want to contribute my experience to help make flying 
more enjoyable for all passengers, and I am looking forward to being able to do so as a 
member of a young company from my hometown of Hamburg,” says jetlite sharehold-
er Toni Garrn. 
 
jetlite algorithm already in use at Lufthansa 
 
Core of the jetlite business model is a scientifically-based algorithm which optimizes the 
lighting of aircraft cabins on long-haul flights to suit the human biorhythm and so reduce 
the experience of jetlag. The jetlite algorithm is already in use on Luthansa’s Airbus 
A350 fleet. In the future, the Hamburg startup also wants to offer solutions for jetlag 
reduction that are independent of the aircraft model, such as nutritional advice for in-
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flight catering and a smartphone app that helps passengers to actively prepare for a 
long-haul flight and counteract jetlag in advance. 
 
jetlite part of Hamburg’s aviation ecosystem from the beginning 
 
The jetlite company was born out of CEO Dr Achim Leder’s doctoral thesis at the Uni-
versity of Wuppertal in 2016. The company has been based in Hamburg from the start. 
Germany’s largest aviation site is a globally significant competence center for the 
development of aircraft cabins. jetlite was part of the very first intake of the Airbus 
BizLab accelerator programme in Finkenwerder, Hamburg. Since 2017, the company 
has been based at the ZAL Center of Applied Aeronautical Research in Hamburg. 
One of the world’s leading innovation facilities, the center has a number of focal 
themes, one of which is the cabin research segment. jetlite won the “Customer Jour-
ney” category of the 2017 Innovation Award of German Aviation, and has always been 
an active member in the Hamburg Aviation cluster network, which represents the north 
German aviation location and its issues and key players on the national and international 
stage.  
 
ILA Berlin 2018: The Hamburg Aviation Expo Ticker will keep you informed with more 
news relating to Hamburg: www.hamburg-aviation.com  
 
 
About Hamburg Aviation 
With more than 40,000 highly qualified personnel, Hamburg is one of the biggest locations in the world’s 
civil aviation industry. The two giants of the industry, Airbus and Lufthansa Technik, are joined by Ham-
burg Airport and more than 300 suppliers, as well as a variety of scientific and technological institutions. 
Every one of them contributes know-how and expertise. Companies, universities, associations, the eco-
nomic authority and other partners have come together to form Hamburg Aviation, a cluster dedicated to 
advancing the city as an aviation location. Together they pursue a common goal: to network research and 
development, thereby bringing to market high-quality products and services for the aviation of the future – 
products that are good for passengers and set the standards in terms of resource protection. Hamburg 
Aviation concentrates on five product areas: the development and construction of aircraft and aircraft 
systems, the development and construction of cabins and cabin systems, the optimisation of aviation 
services, improving the efficiency of the air transportation system, and aviation-related information and 
communications technology. In 2008, Hamburg's aviation cluster was honoured by the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research as a Leading-Edge Cluster. In 2014, Hamburg Aviation was honoured with the 
GOLD Label by the European Commission’s ECEI Initiative, recognising it as one of Europe’s best man-
aged clusters. In 2016, Hamburg was declared to be one of 100 “Landmarks in the Land of Ideas”. 
 
 
Press Contact:  
 
Lukas Kirchner 
Hamburg Aviation, Head of Marketing, PR and Events 
Wexstrasse 7, D-20355 Hamburg 
Telephone +49 40 / 2270 1987, Mobil +49 171 / 334 1913 
lukas.kirchner@hamburg-aviation.com   
www.hamburg-aviation.com | facebook.com/hamburgaviation | twitter.com/HamburgAviation  
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Achim Leder 
jetlite, CEO 
c/o ZAL Zentrum für Angewandte Luftfahrforschung, Hein-Sass-Weg 22, 21129 Hamburg 
Tel. +49 40 / 2091 4439, Mobile +49 177 / 285 3337 
achim.leder@jetlite.de  
https://www.facebook.com/jetlite1 | www.jetlite.de   
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