
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

HAMBURG GUEST OF HONOUR FOR CANADIAN AEROSPACE 
 
Hamburg sends “Head Delegation” to most important Canadian aviation congress 
of the year, the International Aerospace Week in Montréal 
 
Hamburg, 13 April 2018 - For the first time, Hamburg has been chosen as guest of 
honour for the most important event in the Canadian aviation industry’s calendar. 
At the International Aerospace Week Montréal (16 - 20 April, 2018), the north 
German city is Germany’s official “Head Delegation”, with representatives from 
the research and education, industrial and political spheres.  The event commenc-
es with the Aero-space Innovation Forum, where highly regarded participants are 
expected; Hamburg will be represented here by the Hamburg Aviation cluster 
network.  The ZAL Center for Applied Aeronautical Research will then coordinate 
the presentation of 17 project pitches, each involving several German participants, 
at the RDV Forum 2018, where research and development ideas bid for investors’ 
favour. What makes this particularly attractive is that participation presents Ger-
man research partners with the opportunity, by virtue of their cooperation with 
Canadian partners, to benefit directly from funding available in Canada.   
 
The role of guest of honour at the industry’s most important event in Canada is yet an-
other successful milestone for the official cooperation between the aviation locations of 
Hamburg and Montréal, which is receiving up to four million euros in funding from the 
new high-tech strategy of the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(BMBF). With joint research projects on quieter aircraft cabins and fire-resistant compo-
site fibre components, the transatlantic cooperation has been very close since it was 
officially established last year and is currently running at full throttle. 
 
“Small and medium-sized businesses in particular can profit enormously from the coop-
eration and exchange between Germany and Canada. Not only can they open up new 
customer markets; they can also extend their own expertise and product portfolios with 
partners in the respective locations. This is securing jobs for the long term, on both 
sides of the Atlantic,” says Dr Franz Josef Kirschfink, Managing Director of Hamburg 
Aviation. 
 
 “By enabling German companies to converse in-depth with Canadian research and in-
dustrial partners at International Aerospace Week, exploring such future-oriented fields 
as acoustics, robotics, the digitalisation of production and innovative aircraft cabins, we 
can take the successful collaboration between aviation players in both nations to a new 
level,” says Roland Gerhards, CEO of ZAL Center for Applied Aeronautical Research. 
 
Hamburg’s presence at the International Aerospace Week begins already on Sunday, 15 
April with an official evening reception hosted by the Consul-General of the Federal Re-
public of Germany and the Hamburg Senate. More than 100 speakers are expected to 
attend the Aerospace Innovation Forum, and more than 1,400 business meetings have 
been planned. The event, organised by the Canadian Aéro Montréal cluster network, is 
taking place on 16 and 17 April. On 18 and 19 April, companies, universities and re-
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search institutions will be pitching their project ideas to potential Canadian partners at 
the RDV Forum organised by CRIAQ (Consortium de recherche et d’innovation en 
aérospatiale au Québec), a Canadian research consortium. 17 project ideas from Germa-
ny, coordinated by Hamburg’s ZAL Center for Applied Aeronautical Research, will be 
amongst them. This makes the Federal Republic of Germany by far the best-
represented foreign nation. The International Aerospace Week draws to a close on 20 
April with tours of local aviation enterprises and a student competition of AeroPortail. 
 
 
About Hamburg Aviation 
With more than 40,000 highly qualified personnel, Hamburg is one of the biggest locations in the world’s 
civil aviation industry. The two giants of the industry, Airbus and Lufthansa Technik, are joined by Ham-
burg Airport and more than 300 suppliers, as well as a variety of scientific and technological institutions. 
Every one of them contributes know-how and expertise. Companies, universities, associations, the eco-
nomic authority and other partners have come together to form Hamburg Aviation, a cluster dedicated to 
advancing the city as an aviation location. Together they pursue a common goal: to network research and 
development, thereby bringing to market high-quality products and services for the aviation of the future – 
products that are good for passengers and set the standards in terms of resource protection. Hamburg 
Aviation concentrates on five product areas: the development and construction of aircraft and aircraft 
systems, the development and construction of cabins and cabin systems, the optimisation of aviation 
services, improving the efficiency of the air transportation system, and aviation-related information and 
communications technology. In 2008, Hamburg's aviation cluster was honoured by the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research as a Leading-Edge Cluster. In 2014, Hamburg Aviation was honoured with the 
GOLD Label by the European Commission’s ECEI Initiative, recognising it as one of Europe’s best man-
aged clusters. In 2016, Hamburg was declared to be one of 100 “Landmarks in the Land of Ideas”. 
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